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MYSTERY PLANES

INTRIGUING REPORTS

Twiceduringthe lastweeka mys-
teriousplane,flyingin high and fast
from the TimorSea and disappear-

ing in a
south-westerly direction,is

believedto have been seen and

heard over Darwin.

On Thursday,at 6 p.m.,Messrs.

P. Williams,employedat the aero-
drome,and P. Love,a waterside

worker,were standingnear the Vic-
toriaHotelwhen they saw a silvery

grey machinepass high to the west
of the town.Othersheardthe
sound of the machine'sengines.

At 4.30 on Tuesdaymorningthe
engineerof the electricpowersta-

tion (Mr. M. G. Holtze)detected

the soundof a
high-powered

ma-
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chinepassingover the powersta-
tion.He rushedoutsidein timeto

see the lightof plane
disappearing

in the
south-west.

The planeshow-
ed onlyone light,and thiswas or-

ange in colour.
The reportshave causedone pro-

eminentcitizento declarethat he will

open an agitationfor the immediate

stationingof a R.A.A.F.squadron

in Darwin.

The reportsare too authenticto
be ignored,and no

registered
Aus-

tralian
aircraft—Government,

com-
mercialor private—were withina
hundredmilesof Darwinat the
time the mysteriousair prowlers

were observed.

Aboutfourmonthsago workmen

engagedat the new water storage

siteat MantonGap reportedthata
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shortlyaftersundown.The ma-
chine carriedno lightsor identifi-

cationmarks.At the time this re-
portwas

discredited,

but it wasre-
vealedon Wednesdaythat the sub-
sequentinquiryhad resultedin a
lengthyreportbeing forwardedto
the defenceauthorities.The Manton

Gap reservoirwill be an essential

partof the defencebasein the
courseof constructionat Darwin.

The presenceof the mysterious

visitoron Tuesdaymorningmight
easilyhave escapednoticebut for
the factthatit was betrayedby the
exhaustnote of the Dieselengines

usedat the powerhouse.The en-
gines develop1000 revolutionsat
normalspeed,and Mr. Holtzehas
observedthat the presenceof any
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other machinedevelopingmore or

less revolutionsis reflectedclearly

in the exhaustbeatof the power

houseengines.At 4.30he was at-
tendingone of the engineswhen
he noticeda distinctchange,in the

note of the exhaust.Accustomed

to the
departure

of mailplanesat 5
o'clockon three morningof the

week he at firstignoredthe antics

of his "sounddetector."Suddenly

realisingthat no machineswere
scheduledto leave Darwin that
morning,he rushedoutsideand saw

the lightof an aeroplanemoving

fast towardsthe south-west.Mr.
Holtzeis certainit was an aero-
plane.He saidit was too darkto

see the outlineof the plane,but
fromthe soundit appearedto be a
twin-enginedmachine.

Officials
are of the opinionthatit
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wouldbe
difficult

to get a morere-
liablewitnessthan Mr. Holtzeas it

was unlikelyhe wouldbe subjected

to imagination.

Butit is alsopointedoutthat
recent long-distanceflightsby vari-
ous nationsshows that Darwinis

withinrangeof severalforeignair
Powers.As an illustrationit might

be mentionedthat Palaou,the big
Japanesepearlingbase in the man-
datedislandsis only 1200 miles
away.Planescouldfly as far as
Darwin and return withoutrefuell-

ing.
In an endeavourto unravelthe

apparentmysteryit has beensug-
gestedthat a big Easternopium

ring may be smugglingdope into
Australiaby air. Weightis also
attachedto the briefreportthat
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large scale manoeuvresare planned

at
Singapore

and a point1200miles
south,of Malayawill be

"attacked."

It is thoughtthatin
preparing

for
the manoeuvresplanesmay have
strayedas far as Darwin.However,

these theoriesare consideredhardly
reasonable.

Acting Superintendentof Police
(InspectorJ. C. Lovegrove)has re-
portedto the

Administrator

that at

4.30 on Tuesdaymorninghe heard
a soundwhichappearedto be that

of a
multi-engined aeroplane.The

time is identicalto that when Mr.

Holtzenoticedthe changein the

note of the powerhouseengine's

exhaust.

Other residentsreporthavingseen

on variousoccasions,a strange

lightmovingin the sky.Havingno
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other explanationfor the phenome-

non its originhas
previously

been

attributed
to a shootingstar.

The authorities, however,will not

givefull credenceto the reportsun-
til a '"ghost"planehas been actu-

ally produced.
Hopingto see the air prowlers

two adventurous youthsstayedup
all Wednesdaynight,fillingin time
by fishingon, the jetty.But the
onlyplanetheysaw,was the R.A.
A.F. Gannetleavingfor Singapore.

Interestin the reportswas show

by the Chiefof the Air Staff(Air
Vice-MarshalR. Williams)who
arrivedin Darwnat noon on Wed-

nesdayin the
Australian-built

and
designedGannet.He left for Sin-

gaporeyesterdaymorningto repre-
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sent Australiaat the officialopening

of the Singaporebase gravingdock.

He saidhe couldnot expressan op-
inion until full evidencehad been

placedbeforehim. Duringhis ab-
sencethe Air Boardwouldattend

to the matter.

The Administratorhas received
inquiriesfrom the Air Boardat
Melbourneand other Government

departmentsaskingfor full details.

He has askedthe CivilAviationOf-
ficer(Mr.A. R. Collins)to furnish

all particularsimmediatelyso that,
they can be forwardedto the Air

Board.Policeofficersare inter-
viewingall persons,who claimedto
have seen or heardthe mystery

plane.

When, the south-boundplane left
here on Wednesdaymorninga test
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capabilities

of the powerhouseen-
gines.The Qantasplaneleftin a
somewhatsimilarcourseto thatof
the mysteryplane,and its presence

couldbe
plainlydetected

in the note

of the powerhouseengine'sexhaust.

If the Air Boardattemptsto dis-
creditthe reportsit will undoubt-

edlypointout thatthe policeofficer

on dutyon Mondaynightand Tues-

day morningdid not reportany un-
usualsound.His entryin the jour-

nal showshe returnedfrom town
patrolat 4.20a.m.

Thoughit may achievenothing

else,the "scare"willat leastpre-
cipitatedefencework at Darwin.Al-
thoughthisis

considered

one of the

most importantand strategicde-
fencepositionsin

Australia,
it can-

not boastof a single anti-aircraft
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gun.
Emplacements

for thistypeof
armamentswere completedseveral
monthsago and tendersfor con-
structionalwork on the R.A.A.F.

base and aerodromewere called
earlylast year.But nothingfurther

has beendone.


