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MYSTERY ' PLANES
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Tw11£e durmg the last wee'k a mys-

"I' }I'f.

tenous p'i'éine. Hymg An:. lugh and fast
immt the fz:nor bu and dlsappear- :
mg ni 9 T;outh-wcst_erly direct_lon-~ lai
beneved .10, have* beein seen :.md‘f
heard ‘over Darwin. i A

e ‘On- Thursaé.},:"at 6 pm ; MEssrs

P~ Willianis, employcd atﬁthe ‘aero-
d_rome, and P."Love, -3 watersrde:-..-

Spi g

worker were'stand:ng n’éqr the:Vie-
tona Hotf;l’ when they saw a blh\fgry_._

o ‘ir ‘i

*~-gr&y macfune pass hlgh to the wesl_i-'
of. 1he town - Otiers” . heard X the-

'l"‘lf .,_ ...... 'I I
sound of tl}e machmes engmes G

r-'g;l

e _At 4“‘30" 'on I‘tiesday maﬁn;ng thc I.
o engméer nf the electrle*power sta-'

~tion': H(Mr & M G Holtze) detected

gy o ‘l‘L.'I:
LUAF- PR

mjthe sauqd of a2 ]ngh-powered ma-

.'_: s

i _L':-_:..*e bt T B i B Eia A, .ll‘. LIl 1-_;_____
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‘*g!ii}nél' passmg'ﬁ' hver:?. the puwer st:i-*
‘ui:in -+ He. rushedt rtgqtmﬂc in’ time' to.
see the llght of plane dlsappearmg

: "m the south-west The plane show-
ed only dne hg‘ht and thls was or--

ange'm colour_._;,.-ﬁ___,_ 1; ';*_'.f:, WA 3
The reports ‘have* caused one pro-*

. mment c:tizen 10° dec1are that he: will ;
open an aglt‘atlon for the : 1minedlate :
statlonmg of a, R.A.A F*'-* squadron
i Darwin,’ iy e A )
The reports atc taoo authentlc to _'
be 1gﬁor¢d ‘and"no’; rtglsterad. A“Sf :
trallan a!rcraft—ﬁovérnment lc*dtfli-";
memal Or pnvate—were wttlnn a":ﬁ
hundred mlles ‘of<" Damn at'" thef
tlme the mystermus =air p{-owlers
wei'e observed - -',!;_r'_-'f-;j?‘:" I

il f‘_ 2
{

Aboqt fourr- mohths ago workmﬁn
engaged at thc Mew *waterf tm:age
A s:te at Manton Gap reported that :

lllll

o fast mnnnnlane Had ‘nassed’ ‘nﬂ!rhpnd ;
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fas;_. monoplane had passed bverhead

hE : .t*..::l;-\; ‘:-

.....

shortly after sundown._. 'llle
LllillC carrled 'no; hghtb or 1dent1ﬁ-.-
cat: on marka. . &t the tm’ie tlus re--

"F'_port was dlacredated but lt was.. re-

5_‘_"'\*ealed cm Wedneaday tllnt the sub-

:-';'j.f:,equeut l'.lqmry had resmted an’: a .

"'fglengthy report bemb farwarded o

.'ffthe detence author;t;ea. _Thh Manton

.'J-‘Gap reservmg kwlll be " .an’, essenttal
part of: the defence base cin - the
-course of constructlon at Darwm. '

i, The:: presencel of i the mystenous
vnsuor c!n Tueaday mornmg liii'ght
easﬂy havef escaped not:ce but for.
the fact that lt was betrayed by tllc
xhaust nete ot the Dlesel engmes
;used at: “the; power house. . The". en—f-
gmes develop mm revolutlons -at”
uormal ‘speed,: “and: IWr Holtze haar
observed that the presence ~ot auy

i

u
i.'- e '.."_ .._l. !I_._...n ._‘._._-._.“--.-H ...-.-.-...-n—._- - —
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other machme develt}pmg more or
|f:b$ :avolquns‘ 1s-- reﬂected L clearly
llu the cxhaust beat -of ¢ the power
lwuse engmes At ;4 30 llE was at--
tendmg ﬂone af the engmes 7 a when
he notlced a dlstmct change m the
note oi the exhaust Accustomed"
“to, the depa.rture of mall planes at: 5#'
pclock ‘on I:hree mormng ‘of; -’thf."*-f’_
W'eek he at ﬁrst lgnored the antlcb; ':_
“of. ‘his - " "sound detector._. Suddenly’ff
r,eahsmg that Mo, maclunes ‘were "

schcduled e ‘to - leave “Darwin that
mommg, hew ruahed outsuie xand saw
the llght of ‘an: emplane movtng
fast towards the south-west Mr;:
Holtze ‘is' certain -it. ‘'was’ an.. a_ero-;
_'ii’ﬁ:_plance. He smd 14: ‘was’ too dark ‘toi
‘--'Eféé the outhne 01' the plane but it
trom the sound it appeai'ed to be a
Jma-engmed machme | -

“Officials’are - of the th:mon that 1t
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U:Iﬂ'l.-lﬂl}j dIl.'. Ul l.lll'.'i U!JIIIIU]'I llldl ]I.. 3
wauldﬂbe drﬂicult to ‘get-a more ..re
Izable wttness than Mr. ,Holtze as tt‘
' was «aunl kely he wouli be sub]ected
to lmagmattom -‘;;::.-,}-',-' SR
_But it'is ‘also. pomted aut tha,tf
reEent long-d:stmce ﬁights by van— 3
nus uatwns shows Jthat Darwm s
i mthm range of se\"eral foregn a:r
Power '''' FAS an 1llustratmn it nught‘ k
be mentloined ;hat Palacu, - the b:g
Japanese pearlmg baae m the man-
dated :slands ls only 1200 m:lea_—.‘j_:
away.. Planes cculd ﬂy as far 5
Darwm and _;gtgrn_ wmtllout refuell—,l_:l_’i
In an’ endeavnur to u_mavcl the_:"'-
apparent. mystery lt has been sug-f.
gested that a’ b:g Eastcrn”‘ opmm‘j-_l |
- ring- may “be’ smugglmg dope" ‘into,
Austraha 3 by air;; ¢ Welght 45 also"i‘.
attached to the bnef . freport that

:.fIQII < o I-:u
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larg'"e acale manoeuvres are planned
*rat Smgapose and a pomt,.r 1200 mnlas
snuth of . Malaya w:ll he “attacked "
It 13 ?thought fthat s preparmg fon
{the" manoeuvres* planes ‘may, " “have -
strayed as: far ‘ag- Darwm. However. _f.‘.'-
“ these- theones arg cons:dered hardly
reasonable. & e T e g g 1
Actmg Supermtendent of Pohce
(Inspector “J:: "G Lovegrove) has re-
ported to the* Admm:strator that at
'4 30 on Tuesday mor_:_lmg ‘he; heard
ta- sound which' tappeared to. be tha.t
of a multl-ﬂngmed aernplane.¢ Thc
tlme is" ldentlcal to. that when Mr.

I-loltze notlced the change the
¢ _note ‘of. the. power house engme s
'exhaust bt i A

Other resndents report h:wmg seen
on vanous occasmns, =strange
lp.ght movmg in:the sky Hawng no:.

b ...l.‘l....-'.,.--..'l....niu.... 'fn.. lll.n e KpAGHISIE R

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49446150



Northern Standard (Darwin, NT : 1921 - 1955), Friday 11 February 1938, page 12 (7)

other explanatnon tor the. phenome- :
m:)n 1ts 0ngm has prekusly been

'l. .
= Lk X L .
L g e b " 0 T . = L o = B | '
:_-_'-f 2 ..' L _.". LA e, T - L ol W h
§ \ -_ it R S, ¢

.'."attnbuted to a Lshoolmg star.
l‘he autlmr:tles, howevcr wnll not
'gwe “full credence to the reports uii-,
til-a_ “ghost” "plane haa been a(_:_tu- ;
'rally DI'OdIlCEd.J'f_:. e, 8 Mol B K
' HOplllg I:q see the. alf prowlersf}!;;
two adventuroua youths sta,yed upt,_li:
"':a.ll Wednebday mght, ,ﬁllma in- tlmt.;;'fj
5by ﬁshmg on. the Jetty ‘But. the. .
"-'only plane they saw, was.. ‘the " RIA.*
AF. Gannet lea.vmg for,’ Smgapore.,_
et Interest in’ the reports: was: showm |
by the Chief of the Au‘ Staﬂ' (A:r
-Vwe-Marshal R. W:lllams) who
'_'arnved A Darwm at noon .on’ Wed- -
~mesdiy ‘in. ithe - Aus:tral:an-bmlt»* ;md
":-dealgned Gannet. _--_He left ior Sm-u

Bk
"r_

-'.-:-gapore yesterday mormng to: repre-*

5_..___‘4. LA -..L....."I"' . - ’ ﬂ" ""_'I ""-‘-- . 4 .‘}'

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49446150



Northern Standard (Darwin, NT : 1921 - 1955), Friday 11 February 1938, page 12 (8)

sent Auatralla at the oﬂicxal opemn}ga;;
“of ‘the Snngapore base gravingdock.:.-
He\ saul He could not"express an’op-’
“'inion . Iﬂltll full ewdence ‘had™ been-".'_
placad lw.-t'lbrae:H htm Durmg his - ab-
“sence the . Air - Board would attendfff'
to the matter..,_ﬁ f.“.’ i
- The’ Admmtstrator. & has re’cewed
mqumes from the Air"'Board fat
Melhourne and other Governmem
departments askmg ‘for full detalls..
He has asked the Clvll Awatwn 0
ﬁcer (Mr ¥ R. Coll:hs) tu iurmsh
: all ,part:culars_. nnmed:lately 50.. ;ha..
they ‘can .be forwarded to the A r
Boarda Pollce oﬂlcers are - mter-'*
wewmg all perqons who vclalmul to.
hnve seen or:. heard the - myateryw-‘
plane.d ey L o
When, ‘the” south-bound plane left '-_,-;
hcre- on’ Wedneaday morning‘a- tese .
‘was made of thé - "sound - detéct:mg
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Wad anasue, uIcne . souna:siaerectmg::
Ca[)abllltlt‘:a ot the power house en---
-gines. "The: Qantas aplane left in: a.
ksomewhat sumlar course to that of
the mystery plane ‘and: its. presence
could be plamly detected m the nete
of the pewer heuse engmes exhaust

If the Air Board attempts to dts- |
‘-credtt ‘the reperts it will® wudoubt-
..'3edly pomt ‘out’ ‘that the pohce oﬂieer
,_:en duty on Monday mght and Tues-
"da}' mor’iimg did not report any un-
;_._'__usual Sfmnd HIS entry m the Jour-u--
‘nal ¢ Shows he returned from to_wn
.patrol at 4. 20 a.m.. ot B

Though i may aehleve nethmg
else tlhe seare wnll at least pre- ;
ctpttate defenee work at Darwm Al- i
=.theugh tlus IS consmered one of the
-,m°5? tmpertant antl ,strattegte .de-
,'-,.fenee pBSlthﬂs m afhustramlmIL it rc'a*il:
:_-not boast ‘of a- smgle amtt-atreral't

f‘m-n' "E.s..-.._'....___....L__._l.~ a.'_._.' nl ‘ '--'1 ‘*__ ] N

J

.
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gu Etnplacements for thls type g
';-armaments ‘were" completed severa1
_‘i_months ago. and tenders for con-'--
_;{,'structtonal wo‘rk on the R.A A F. 2
‘base and- aerodrome were called

i-;early Tast ‘vear.- But nothmg further
has beem done
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